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Essay Writing 101

Your essay must be written in MLA format and should look like this.  You must include a title for your essay—it should not be “title”.  Your essay must be typed, 12 point, Times New Roman font.  It should also be double spaced!  Please make sure that you do these things if you want to earn a good grade.  This essay counts as a TEST grade.  


Your thesis statement should be clear and your paragraphs need to be focused.  Not to mention you will need an effective conclusion.  Your essay is due on April 24th—you have over two weeks to ask for help as well as make sure that your paper is typed and printed—do not wait until the last minute!  Remember, your essay is expected to be 5 paragraphs long.  You must have an introduction, three body paragraphs, and a conclusion.  Keep in mind that a paragraph is 5-7 sentences.  

Your introduction needs to grab the reader’s attention as well as provide any necessary background information about your topic.  The last sentence in your introduction should be your thesis statement.  Your three body paragraphs should address the ideas expressed in your thesis statement.  Each body paragraph needs to begin with a topic sentence that informs the reader about the information that you will provide specifically in that paragraph.  


After you’ve written your body paragraphs you will provide your conclusion.  The conclusion should do exactly as its name implies…conclude your paper!  An effective conclusion brings your paper to a solid ending.  It summarizes the information that you have previously stated and leaves your reader with something to think about.  The conclusion helps the reader recall the main points of your paper and the most important information.  


Finally, please make sure that you take a look at the rubric that is included below.  This rubric shows how your paper will be scored.  It is your responsibility to make sure that you have revised your paper according to all of the guidelines that have been set forth.  Make sure that you are prepared to turn in your paper on Tuesday when it is due—no exceptions.  Furthermore, you should keep this handout in the notes section of your notebook so that you are always aware of how essays are expected to be formatted and written for this course.  If you have any additional questions about the paper please make sure that you see me! 
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